


Emma Foale's Tat in Lt Venice bears
witness to her enthusiasm for giksing and
verre églomise. Inthe sitting reem, an
artwork by Emma nangs above the fire;
others by Jean Souverbie (on left) and Peter
Larvyyon hang In gided frames. Panking
the fregiace are two lamps by Prue Lane
on gasstopped tabies that Emma made,
using planters from Cifton Nurseries

Taking
a shine to
interiors

Originally a
relatively quick
decorative fix,
gilding has
become a way of
life for the owner
of this glistering
L.ondon flat, and
now a family
business, too
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When Emma Foale casually packed up a book
n Bost little shie

realise the impact it was goi n her

m gilding noin 1980

o have «

creative endeavours, So much so that, many

larer. she hasp on the cralt o her twao

n-up sons. and together they have formed

Sons which, wisurprisingly. produces

arniture
When E

arrived at the huge Boston apartment that came

' sheeny splendour

na and her then husband, Rodwey,

with Redney’s Harvard job, there was hardly o
stick of

were lving an the

furninure, let alone any pictures, “We

smell of an ol rag” Laoghs

Enumni, “and had no money lor decoration.” So,

n

with characterisue panache, Er aaght her
stelf fromn the book and had soon gilded the whale

Ledroom with leaves, ‘Tt was a way to make it

ook precry and, using fake ¢ vas inexpen-
ave.” When they returned 10 England rwo vears

Eater, fesw walls had escaped ber weatment

Trisa great way of decorating effectvely and

ariginially, siays o, “as long as you have the

I'he

consuming and ca

PatIcnce VINIOUE PrOesses arc tme-

be hurned. Without

going into the rest n business, Emma real-

Iving

was “vartuielly impossable womake ;

So she focused ¢ poTLrait

from o A on

painting  which she had onginadly stedied atarn

ool = and soon built up a healthy lisz of sats-
I

ficd sitters. Meanwhile, she continued gidding

tor her own enpoyment. Visitors to the couple’s
London howuse were dazeled by the shimmer of

n the walls and furniture

woled and silver
1 was bulding a
‘Hall

butlding costs

Ihe couple’s next projec

Hous tanmnsicle 1w i sonthern France

way through the praject, the

spiralled,” explains Ermma T decided w mike

the beds and the vesr of the furmtitare myself)”

Using the techmique of verre églomisé, which
she ught heeself, Emma designed and made
¥

ree beds, cach aking six weeks' puanstaking

work, ‘It 8 a precise, laborious process,” she

FROM TOR Emma made the Perspex and gilded-canvas artwork in the kitchen, and the plcture on the right
was by her partner, Johnny Dewe Mathaws: the chairs are covered in Ticking' by lan Mankin. A wall of
cupboard doors is hung with mare framed plctures, Emma works with her sons, Archie (on left) and Jamie
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s, bt 13 the most do shes, ¢

ahve

not fude and 1s permanent for as long as the
Lass remains unact'

In 2005, afier sy yeaurs together: the Faales
went thear separate ways. A couple of years
luter, Emm met artist Johnny Dewe Mathews,
and, in due course, they moved mito this {lat
overtooking s canal i Litde Vence,

It had a fady seancard Lryout, with sitting and
dammy rovens 21 the front, and a kitchen at the
back
open-plan bving arca, and replaced dhee katchen

Phey knocked down walls to make one

with & bathroom and a small sy, The width of
the central camdor was also redisced, in order o
enlarge the rooms, Theliove strongly," says Fmrma,
et the Kitchen, awong wals thse bedmonns, should
b the most glamorous room ina boase.” So apan
from the essentials, this area ts dominated In one
of her highly decoratne, translucent, abstract
protares, wsing Perspex squares on gilded cameas
panted with thm oil paant i varying cokours

Other anwork 1 ingenmusly Veleroed on 1o
cupboartd doars 1o redsce the *kitchenoness”
there s

Throughout the bhouwse g

cviden

o Emunia's gilding enthusiasn: on a

sorven in the spare bedromn; as stars round
the mam bedroom walls; and on mkded panels
m the bathroom

For Eanma, the love is all i the desagn and
coeation. It was her sanx, Archie and Jamie

who pessuaded her to do it professionally, Now

she concentrates an the desion, while the bins
organise the management and prchuction of
the beds, pictures and other decorative objecss

In our drab northern climes, a splash of’ gold
or sibver around the howse provides a welcome
R That not wo sy, says Enuma quickly, “that

ry

our things don't look great in sunnier plas
ton.” Well, pechaps she does do some of the
marketing after all 0
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOR LEFT A verre-dglomisé bed dominates the main badroom. Emma painted the
picture of the horse and rider. Porcelain birds and tureens by Emma’s late mother, Anne Gardon, are
clustored on corner shedves, In the spare room, & gilded screen acts as a bedheact the light is by Prue Lane




